
 
 

MEDIA RELEASE - For Immediate Release, 31 October 2025 

Remarkable New Species of Blind Spiders and a Blind Cave Wasp Discovered on 
the Nullarbor 

Nullarbor, South Australia — A series of extraordinary subterranean discoveries on the 
Nullarbor this year have revealed new species of blind spiders and a previously 
unknown blind cave-dwelling wasp, highlighting the region’s globally significant 
biodiversity and the importance of its fragile underground ecosystems. 

South Australian speleologist from Ancient Land Tours, Dr Steve Milner, is part of a 
wider team from University of Adelaide working to identify new species of the genus 
Troglodiplura and new species of the genus Tartarus—all entirely blind and uniquely 
adapted to the Nullarbor’s extensive limestone cave systems. Their work includes the  
discovery of a blind predatory cave wasp (ABC Science).  

“These species are astonishing examples of resilience” Dr Milner said. “The Nullarbor’s 
caves are among the world’s most important subterranean environments, and each new 
discovery reinforces how little we still know about the life that has evolved beneath this 
vast limestone plain.” 

“These animals have survived in some of the harshest, most stable, and least-disturbed 
environments on Earth,” Dr Milner said. “Their continued existence depends on the 
protection of their subterranean habitats, which face increasing pressures from 
development proposals across the region.” 

The discoveries contribute to a growing body of scientific evidence demonstrating the 
Nullarbor’s outstanding natural values. Formal taxonomic descriptions of the 
discoveries are currently in preparation. 

 

About Ancient Land Tours 

Ancient Land Tours is a nature-based tourism and field research business based on the 
edge of the Nullarbor. Led by speleologist and guide Steve Milner, the business delivers 
small-group 4WD expeditions that showcase the region’s landscape, caves, wildlife, and 
interconnected ecosystems while supporting local communities and sustainable 
tourism. 
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